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From the PlaygroundNotes

Community Cooperative Preschool  •  396 Main St., North Andover
www.communitycooperativepreschool.org  •  978-682-9006

May-June 2006, Issue 10
AM 8:45 to 1 1:30  •  PM 12:45-3:30

May 1, 2006

Dear Friends:

Spring weather has arrived and with it begins the end of our school year. As June approaches, we look forward to
the annual Wingaersheek beach trip, sprinkler parties, and family picnic. These are all fun outdoor events that both
children and parents truly enjoy. Yet, it is bittersweet, as we look towards summer family outings, camps, vaca-
tions, and barbeques; we also sadly realize that we will be saying goodbye to our CCP family, at least for a little
while.

First and foremost, we would like to thank our fellow Executive Board members, Mary Litster, Jody Nichols, Leta
Applegate, Karen Lunny, Erica Fanuele, Bob LeBlanc, and Tom Green. No one could have prepared us for what
have been full-time jobs. Despite some challenging moments, this amazing group of people has sacrificed time
with family, attended meetings, resolved conflicts, fulfilled tasks (that were beyond their scope at times), as well as
supported one another to continue on each day. Our community is indebted for all that they have done for CCP. We
are personally grateful for the opportunity to get to know these intelligent, generous, and diligent people as they
have all become quite dear to us.

Thank you to our wonderful teachers, LouAnn Donovan, Linda Schoonmaker, Ellen Connolly, and Karen Walsh. It
was a year that came with much change, additional duties, and problem-solving, and yet all of you embraced this
with enthusiasm and grace. Our children have been incredibly lucky to learn from such kind, resourceful, loving,
and bright women. Joshua will never forget his much-loved teachers.

CCP is blessed to have a group of alumni parents that sit on the school’s Higher Board. We are forever grateful to
Kate Anderson, Ellen Arvidson, Kate Cataldo, Joni Ellis, Steve Hylan, and Betsy Marshall. Not only do they give
their time throughout the year, but they lend their wisdom as well as their true love for Community Cooperative over
and over again. Each member has given immense support to our Executive Board during a year of tremendous
change, and has served our community’s interests with every word and thought. They continue to be an inspiration
to us at every turn – thank you all.

Thank you to all of our current CCP families. All of you have volunteered in your child’s classroom, served on /
chaired a committee, and supported fundraising efforts. Your generosity with time, talent, and money has done so
much for Community Cooperative Preschool and most specifically for all of our children. Our community is unique,
as it is a place in which we all learn from one another—children, teachers, and parents. We look forward to the
2006-2007 school year and creating with fellow families another year of extraordinary memories. We want to wish
those of you that are not returning a special year full of exciting new memories and hope that it is everything that
you and your family deserve it to be. Thank you all for giving us the opportunity to be CCP’s co-presidents; it has
been a truly rewarding experience.

Enjoy the last weeks of school, and we look forward to celebrating together at the end of the year picnic!

With warm regards,

Jennifer and David

Don’t forget to check our website for summer updates. Although the newsletter isn’t published
again until October 1, you can always find out what’s going on this summer and early fall at:

www.communitycooperativepreschool.org
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From the Teachers...
May 1, 2006

Dear Parents,

As we wrap up our initial year in our wonderful
new environment, we would like to take this
occasion to thank everyone for helping to make
this a wonderful inception period.

We’ve thoroughly enjoyed getting to know our
new students and experiencing the augmenta-
tion of our returning students. This new location
has provided new learning experiences for all
of the children as well as new surroundings for
our returnees to explore.

Our goal this year, as always, was to provide a safe, loving, positive, and educationally stimulating
environment for our beginners and returning learners. Since this is only possible with the input of
all of our families, we wanted to express our appreciation for all of the hard work that each family
has put into the school. We realize that a prime reason for choosing the co-op experience is being
able to consistently spend time in the classroom with your child, but having parent assists is also
very beneficial to the teachers. Your helpfulness, accordance, and participation with the children
have provided us with many opportunities to work with the children one-on-one or in smaller
groups.

We’d also like to express our thanks to the Executive Board members for their unending support,
selfless dedication, and hard work throughout the year.

Sincerely,

LouAnn Donovan, Ellen Connolly, Linda Schoonmaker, and Karen Walsh

It’s kickball weather! LouAnn led a quick game during a
warm April afternoon. All the children (and adults!) have
been enjoying the spring weather outside.

The chicks were a huge hit in conjunction with
the Farm Unit last month. This month, the
children care for two new hermit crabs: Grumpy
and Sleepy (let’s hope we’ve named him cor-
rectly). Students learn all about ocean creatures
and habitats in May, and the unit culminates in a
tidepool exploration field trip on Friday, June 2,
from 8:15 to around 2 p.m. The whole school (a
parent must accompany each child) boards 1 to
2 buses and travels to Wingaersheek Beach in
Gloucester. LouAnn’s best piece of advice:
Dress in layers (it’s chilly on the coast at this
time of year), and bring extra dry clothes. Al-
though it’s not a swimming trip, the children do
get wet exploring the tidepools and will inevitably
want to be dry on the way home. Look for more
details in your mailbox from the teachers soon.
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May Curriculum

Favorite Books from April

The Ocean

Ruby in Her Own Time  by Jonathan Emmett and Rebecca Harry

A Nest Full of Eggs  by Priscilla Jenkins

The Singing Chick  by Victoria Stenmark

Little Quack’s Hide and Seek  by Lauren Thompson

Summer Reading Hint s: Although your preschooler may not read yet, continuing reading
to him or her and exploring new books promotes early literacy. Some recommended authors
for preschoolers through 1st grade are: Aliki, Margaret Wise Brown, Eric Carle, Theodore
Geisel (Dr. Seuss), Ezra Jack Keats, James Marshall, and Robert McCloskey. Try keeping a
reading log this summer with your child to encourage a love of reading.

Art
Bowl sea turtles

Glitter fish

Jellyfish (paper plate)

Rainbow fish

Ocean in a bag

3-D seaweed

Sand dollar painting

Science
Shell molds in
playdough

Exploration of sea
creatures

Identification of sea life
unique to New England
tidal pools

Environmental aware-
ness: Litter at the
Beach

Sea mammals vs. fish

Math
Shell classifications and
sorting

Ocean bingo

Ocean lotto

Patterning with rainbow-
colored goldfish crackers

Magnetic fishing

Language Arts
Sailor poem

Finger plays

Who am I?

What’s missing?

Baby Beluga

She sells sea shells....
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Father’s Night, May 10 or 11
Father’s Night is an optional evening event that’s always
a hit with the children. Dad, you bring your child to
school in the evening, participate in an “abbreviated”
school day, and make ice cream sundaes with friends.
Dad should choose which night is best for him: Wednes-
day, May 10, or Thursday, May 11, from 7 to 8 p.m.
Since some dads may be busy on both of these eve-
nings, we do not discuss this event in school so that no
child is disappointed. Please sign up on the bulletin
board to reserve your spot.

Parent-Teacher Conferences,
May 19
Each year the teachers prepare a report of each child’s
progress for the final parent-teacher conference of the
year. It’s called a “portfolio assessment.” A portfolio is a
purposeful, systematic collection of student work and
teacher observations that exhibits the student’s efforts,
progress, and achievements over the school year. It
helps assess each child’s developmental status and
progress and is collaborative in nature. Please make a

Classroom Notes
note on your calendar that May 19 will be a day off from
school. Look for a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board
next to the mailboxes to reserve your conference time
slot.

End-of-the-Year Sprinkler
Parties, June 8 and 9
There will be no “regular” school on Thursday, June 8,
and Friday, June 9. Instead, our children will meet at a
home of a classmate (MWF AM  at a home TBA, TTh
AM at a home TBA, and the PM class at the O’Connor-
Spicer home) for a fun end-of-the-year sprinkler party.
Bring swimsuits and outdoor shoes. Parent assists for
those days should bring juice and a large box of
Munchkins as a special treat for the children. Parents
and younger sibling are welcome and encouraged to
participate.

The Champion Factory was a fun-filled field trip last
month. The afternoon class thoroughly enjoyed both
moving fast (or as what we have come to know as
normal preschool speed), and remaining still (to the
right), which was an amazing feat and most likely not
to be repeated ever again!
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Lunch Bunch Camp,
June 12-16, 19-23, and 26-28
Don’t forget to register for Lunch Bunch. The ninth
annual outdoor camp is scheduled for the weeks of June
12-16, June 19-23, and, depending on interest, perhaps
June 26-28. Are you looking for a way to keep your
preschooler busy while your older children are still in
school? Are you interested in having a fun, safe place for
your child to enjoy the outdoors while interacting with
peers? Then this camp is perfect for you! Space is
limited, but we will do our best to accommodate all
requests (please fill out the request form as soon as
possible!). If you didn’t get a form describing Lunch

News and Updates
Return Your Parent Manuals
Remember the slim red or blue binder that has the
official CCP parent manual? Karen Lunny will collect
those manuals beginning May 30. Please place your
binder in the bin near the mailboxes and be sure to write
your name down on the list as having returned it. Each
year, we spend anywhere between $50 and $200
replacing lost binders and making copies of the booklet
inside. Let’s make this the year we receive 100% of
them back and spend no unnecessary funds! Thank you.

Teacher Appr eciation Week
May 8 through the 12 is Teacher Appreciation Week at
CCP. The Education Committee has lots of fun things
planned for this week. Thank you in advance to our
wonderful teachers! We really appreciate all the wonder-
ful things you do for our children.

Teaching Staff for  2006-2007
Watch for a special newsletter extra in May announcing
the staff for next year.

VP Enrollment–Vote June 2
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present for
your consideration Michele Nachamie and Diane
Nikolopoulos to equally share the position of VP of
Enrollment (with one vote on the board) for 2006-2007.
Voting them into this board position will occur at the
June 2 Corporation meeting to be held during our
Tidepool Exploration field trip at Wingaersheek Beach.
As expected at the last Corporation Meeting (minutes
posted on our website), Jenn and David were voted in as
co-presidents, Carolyn Zimmer as VP Education, Bob

LeBlanc as Treasurer, and Leta Applegate as Secretary.
Please take a moment in the next month or so to thank
these parents for volunteering for all the extra work that a
board position represents. They are all dedicated to
making next year everything that you and your child
want in a preschool and will (gratefully) accept your help
and input for our continuous plan for improving all
aspects of the school.

Family Picnic–location wanted
Each year our school has an end-of-the-year family
picnic. Some years we meet at a local park, and some
years, like last year, we meet at a family’s home.
Families bring their own food and drink (blanket on the
grass/picnic basket style), and the Hospitality Commit-
tee organizes simple outdoor games, such as a water-
balloon toss, sack races, and badminton or volleyball. It
worked so well last year in the Rodrigues’ yard that we
were hoping that there’s a family willing to host the
picnic this year as well. It’s a nearly all-outdoor event
(occasional bathroom visits inside only), and it is
postponed or cancelled for inclement weather. The
tentative date is Friday, June 9, from around 5 to 8 p.m.
Check your calendars and let Jenn know if you’d be
willing to host.

Move-Up Day for 4-Day Class
On Wednesday, June 7, at 2:30 p.m., CCP will begin a
new tradition with the afternoon children: move-up day.
Bring your cameras and tissues because this little
celebration is sure to tug at your heart as the children
prepare to move up and on to new schools and a new
chapter in their lives. (P.S. The teachers have done such
a great job preparing the children for their next step that
it’s the parents who will need the tissues, not the
children--bring an extra full box for Jody!)

Bunch and indicating your first choices for days, please
see LouAnn. Camp runs from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and is $20 per day. If it rains, camp will be held indoors,
which will be equally fun (but won’t incorporate the water
play!).

Last Week of School Reminders
During the last week of school, please bring home the
following:

(1) your  child’s extra set of clothing,

(2) pictures from the hallway above the coat hook,

(3) everything in your mailbox.
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Pumpkin Cookie Recipe
Back by popular demand, it’s the CCP Pumpkin Cookie
recipe...

2 1/2  cups  flour of choice
1  tsp  cinnamon
1/2  tsp  baking soda
2 1/2  tsp  baking powder
1/4  tsp  salt
1  cup  sugar
1/2  cup  margarine
1/4  cup  pure maple syrup
1  tsp  vanilla
1  cup  pumpkin
1/2  cup  chopped walnuts (optional)
1 1/2  cup  dried cranberries (optional)

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Combine flour, cinnamon,
baking soda, baking powder, salt. Cream together sugar
and margarine, then gradually add and beat in maple
syrup, vanilla, and pumpkin puree. Add and beat in flour
mix. Add walnuts and/or cranberries if desired. Drop onto
baking sheet and bake 8 minutes.

Newsletter editor for 2006-2007
Please welcome Susan Greco as your newsletter editor
for the 2006-2007 school year. Susan wants to hear your
advice and recommendations for next year’s newsletters,
which begin in October. Is the newsletter too long? Does
it include all the information you look for throughout the
year? What improvements would you like to see her
make? Now is the time to voice your opinions!

DVD “Scrapbook”
We have volunteers! Rene Heron and Michelle Holland
have agreed to compile a scrapbook of digital photos
from this school year. It will be the first year we move
from the paper scrapbook version to a DVD format. Do
you have photos from the school year you’d like to
contribute? Would you like to get a copy of this DVD
when they’re done? Do you have any special requests for
this scrapbook, which will only be distributed to current
CCP families and shown at the 2006 Mother Connecton
fair. Talk to or email Rene and Michelle, who will be
working on this over the summer (thank you!). Look for
more details from them in your mailbox soon.

Play Pals
Do you know a family with a toddler through age 3? Do
you have a toddler at home who would like a little
something to do one morning a week? Consider being a
part of CCP’s second year of Play Pals. Play Pals is an
interactive, teacher-directed class for the not-yet-ready-
for-preschool set and their caregivers. It’s a nice transi-
tion for the younger crowd in that they’ll get a feel for
coming to “school” --not to mention that it’s fun! Although
the schedule for the three 10-week sessions has not yet
been set, Play Pals will meet on Friday mornings and
will more than likely be led by Linda Schoonmaker. You
may fill out last year’s application if you are interested in
reserving your spot now, and look for the updated
information and permission form soon on the website.

Thank you for the chicks!
Weren’t the chicks a fun addition to the Farm Unit in
April? Please thank Jenn and David for arranging for and
transporting the chicks to and from the farm for us.

TheInkFund.com
Bob LeBlanc brought a great and very easy fundraising idea to the last Executive
Board meeting. He suggested that our school participate in www.theinkfund.com.
Basically, you can buy ink cartridges for nearly any model of printer at a significant
discount from this site. When you check out after placing your order, be sure to name
Community Cooperative Preschool so that we can receive 50% from the sale. Ideally
next year we would like to get businesses involved in purchasing ink cartridges and
choosing our school as the recipient, but for now, even individuals can help. If you are
buying ink cartridges anyway, consider this very easy way to donate to our school.
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Spotlight on... CCP Summer Plans

.

This summer, some families will only take a short break
before getting back to work on the list of improvements
compiled at the last Higher Board and Corporation
meetings. Each summer our school’s director and the
co-presidents meet to hammer out the school calendar,
the parent committee duties, and all the other decisions
that result in your “Welcome Packet” that arrives in
August. In addition to that, the new Executive Board
members will be working on many other special initia-
tives this summer, which include the following:

1. The Executive Board will continue to pare down
the activities and obligations of parents to avoid
over-taxing families in an increasingly busy world.

Past and present Executive and Higher Board members
identified this problem as an ongoing one. The Executive
Board has begun compiling suggestions to pare down
some school activities, parent duties, and other obliga-
tions, keeping in mind that our school is a cooperative
and, therefore, philosophically dependent upon participa-
tion of parents throughout the year. Specifically this year,
the board will rework the VP of Enrollment position and
re-organize the Fundraising Committee. If you have any
suggestions, please feel free to offer them to an incom-
ing board member.

2. The school and church will work together to
schedule the remaining de-leading work so that we
satisfy the requirements noted in our letter of
interim control (due by November 2008).

Jenn is currently calling licensed de-leading contractors
to get firm estimates on the remaining de-leading work.
The goal is to work in concert with the church to fully de-
lead the classroom as soon as possible and during a
time that school is not in session. Completing the de-
leading this summer is tied to our long-term lease
negotiations with the church and their decision-making
process regarding building improvements. Jenn attends
church vestry meetings regularly, and both the church
and the school are working in concert on a plan. In case
you are wondering, the remaining de-leading work is
mostly replacing or de-leading the woodwork
(baseboards, door frames, fireplace mantels, etc).

3. The school will pursue a long-term lease.

The church has agreed to a one-year extension, which
covers the 2006-2007 school year. Both parties have
agreed to minor changes in the wording of the lease, and
this one-year lease is likely to be signed in the next few
weeks. The church knows that we are interested in
negotiating a longer-term lease. They will discuss the
terms of a longer lease after they hire a new minister,

who would be a part of those discussions. They are
likely to have a new minister by mid summer. Everyone
agrees that the church is a great location and the vestry
members are easy to work with, so Jenn and David will
pursue these talks as soon as the church is prepared.

4.  The school will move the playground equip-
ment from North Parish to St. Paul’s since the
school will not be returning to North Parish .

Dave and Erica Fanuele have been working on a plan to
incorporate some of the equipment at our former
location into our new playground area. They are explor-
ing options and prices for moving certain pieces, which
include the fire engine, the tunnel, and the bouncy see-
saw. They are working on a new configuration for the
current playground to accomodate these and possibly
other additions. The school is considering selling the
remaining pieces that won’t fit well in our existing
space. We may call upon families to help with moving
the equipment later this summer. We’ll keep you
informed as the plans develop. Having an awesome
playground for our children is a priority!

5. The school will aggressively recruit new fami-
lies for open spots for 2006-2007.

There are still openings in all three classes for next
year. Ideas abound about how best to recruit for next
year. At a minimum, we have placed ads in the Mother
Connection newsletter for the whole year next year, we
are continuing to distribute flyers and brochures around
town, and our website continues to be an important
component and source of information for prospective
families. We hope that you’ll consider networking for us
this summer as well. Michele Nachamie and Diane
Nikolopoulos will be working closely with Mary Litster to
sharpen the marketing plan, reorganize the duties of the
VP of Enrollment, and in general become more effective
at communicating what a wonderful first-educational
experience our school is for children.

6. The school will sharpen the Parent Assist
Workshop at the beginning of the school year .

LouAnn is planning an improved introduction to parent
assisting for next year’s parents either at the end of one
of the first days of school or at an evening meeting for
parents. In addition, the board recognizes that recruiting
should include a realistic picture of what a cooperative
school is and is not, and what is expected of parents in
terms of committee work, fundraising participation, and
parent-assisting duties. We all want families to under-
stand the responsibilities at our school and feel com-
fortable carrying them out.
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May–June 2006 Calendar
For your convenience, an updated calendar for the rest of the year is also available on our website at:
www.communitycooperativepreschool.org

May
Tuesday, May 2 Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Lunny home

Tuesday, May 9 Fit 4 Fun, 2-day AM class, 10:15 a.m.; 4-day PM class, 1:15 p.m.

Tuesday, May 9 Happy Birthday, Mrs. C!

Wednesday, May 10 Fathers’ Night Ice Cream Social (choose either night)

Thursday, May 11 Fathers’ Night Ice Cream Social (choose either night)

Friday, May 19 Parent-teacher conferences—school closed**

Wednesday, May 24 Fit 4 Fun, 3-day AM class, 10:15 a.m.

Thursday, May 25 Show and Tell, 2-day AM class and 4-day PM class

Thursday, May 25 Higher Board meeting, 7 p.m., Lunny home

Friday, May 26 Show and Tell, 3-day AM class

Monday, May 29 Memorial Day—school closed

June
Friday, June 2 Whole-school field trip to Wingaersheek Beach in Gloucester (Rain date: June 6)

Monday, June 5 Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk home

Wednesday, June 7 “Move-up Day!” for the 4-day class, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. (cameras and family welcome)

Thursday, June 8 Sprinkler Party, 2-day AM class 9:30-11:30 a.m.; Sprinkler Party, 4-day PM class
12:45-3:15 p.m.; last day of school for 2-day and 4-day classes

Friday, June 9 Sprinkler Party, 3-day AM class 9:30-11:30 a.m.; Last day of school 3-day class

Friday, June 9 (tentative date) End-of-the-Year Family Picnic--location wanted!

June 12-16, 19-23 Lunch Bunch (see page 4 for details)

Wingaersheek Beach Tidepool Exploration:
Friday, June 2, 8:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
Our Wingaersheek Beach tidepooling trip is just around the corner. Here are a few reminders.

Please see the information sheet in your mailbox for details (coming soon!), sign up for beach essentials on the
bulletin board, and ask one of the teachers if you have any questions about this special field trip.

•    Buses leave promptly at 8:45 a.m. so please arrive between 8:15 and 8:30 a.m. so that we may take atten-
dance, load the supplies, and leave promptly.

•    Teachers will be leading the tidepool exploration and other activities; however, each parent is responsible for his
or her own child the entire trip. Please do not allow your child to wander away from you, and make sure your child
is within sight when at the picnic area. Please do not assume that someone else is watching your child. We want
this to be a fun and relaxing day for everyone.

•    Please call the school the morning of the trip if something comes up last minute and you cannot attend.

•    Children may bring treasures back home from the beach. All living creatures must remain at Wingaersheek.


