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April 1, 2006

Dear Friends,

Spring has officially arrived! Yes, the nights are still freezing,
and the winds still blowing, but longer and warmer days are on
the horizon.

We want to thank Michelle and Bill Holland and IBM for the
amazingly generous children’s computer and software dona-
tion. What a great addition to the classroom—the children are
going to love it!

The annual CCP auction was a huge success. Thank you to
the Fundraising chairs, Wendi and Rose, and to their commit-
tee for a truly wonderful evening. All of your efforts were more
than evident with the cozy ambience, the enticing goods for
sale, and the enthusiastic families that attended. Thank you for
helping the preschool in such an important way. We know that
it was an all-encompassing task, and we are grateful for your
hard work.

Joshua and his “Gaggy” at the Relative Tea Party.

The Relative Tea Parties were a hit! Thank you to the Hospitality chairs, Natalie, Debbie, and Tracy, and to their
committees for the wonderful food, décor, and hard work. Thank you to our teachers, LouAnn, Ellen, and Linda, for a
special day full of lovely memories. Joshua’s “Gaggy” has not stopped talking about her wonderful experience at
CCP (she said that it made her top 10 memories of all time!).

Thank you to Erica Fanuele, who gives a great deal of her effort and talents to the school: including spearheading
current initiatives to reorganize the supply room, redesign the nursery, and revisit the possibility of moving our play
equipment to St. Paul’s from North Parish. She has done so much for CCP since last spring (Tyler hadn’t even
begun school yet) that we don’t know where we’d be without her. We are so lucky that she is part of our community.

This month, we want to reflect on the complicated gift of being part of a cooperative preschool. We acknowledge that
it is difficult to take on this commitment. For parents to attend to their own family’s needs, to work, to drive kids to
their activities, while still being an active part of running a school business takes tremendous dedication indeed. We
understand that everyone’s circumstances differ, as do their personalities. At times, we have all felt like we are on
our own island and wonder “what’s the point of all of this effort” (committee work, for example)? But then, we attend
the Relative Tea Party. There we watch with tears in our eyes our beautiful children and their nurturing and talented
teachers. We attend an auction, a lovely and well-orchestrated event, where parents and guests come together to
raise money for the preschool that their children love, and get to enjoy the company of newfound friends all at the
same time. These examples illustrate what CCP parents have provided just recently out of the goodness of their
hearts: for these and countless other reasons, we want to thank our entire community! We are grateful for each
individual's hard work, knowing that your efforts (just like ours) are made with the school’s best interests at heart.
The friendships, confidence, and joy of learning that our son has gained from Community Cooperative Preschool
represent our priceless reward for our efforts.

Thank you all for joining this school and for making it a place that we know our family will never forget.
With warm regards,

Jennifer and David
. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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From theTeachers...

Dear CCP Families,

The calendar has declared the season of spring, but we're still experiencing blustery, inconsistent weather. Layering
is a great way to handle the change of seasons. The children experience very enjoyable outdoor time when attired
appropriately.

Outstanding entertainment, delicious teas, and yummy foods were shared by all at our annual CCP Tea. The
children were delighted to be able to invite guests to their school, and the special guests were obviously pleased to
be spending time with the youngsters.

Some of the children have already attended our annual engagement at the Champion Factory. It's always a big hit. A
future visit is in the works for our PM class. The staff makes sure that our visits always provide a great exercise
routine and fun memories for the children.

We are organizing our yearly “Lunch Bunch” wrap-up to the CCP school year. We will be posting a sign-up on teh
bulletin board. This special time for the children allows them to continue having fun experiences with their peers
before summer break initiates for our families.

Sincerely,

LouAnn Donovan, Ellen Connolly, Linda Schoonmaker

Class Notes

Class and Individual Portraits

School picture day is Tuesday, April 4, for the 2-day AM and 4-day PM classes, and Wednesday, April 5, for the
3-day AM class. Information on purchasing photographs will be distributed that day. The photos will be taken
indoors this year.

Parent-TeacherConferences, May 19

Each year the teachers prepare a full report of each child’s progress for the final parent-teacher conference of
the year. It's called a “portfolio assessment.” A portfolio is a purposeful, systematic collection of student work
and teacher observations that exhibits the student’s efforts, progress, and achievements over the school year. It
helps assess each child's developmental status and progress and is collaborative in nature. Please make a
note on your calendar that May 19 will be a day off from school. More information will follow in the May newslet-
ter on when and how to sign up for your conference.

Egg/Chick Hatching Month

We may be incubating eggs in the science area in conjunction with our “chicks and eggs” unit. Please be aware
that incubation is a delicate process. It is crucial that the incubator is not bumped during this study. The exact
timeframe for our chick-hatching depends on the hatchery. We’'ll keep everyone posted!

Champion Factory

As noted in the teacher’s letter above, the PM class will return to the Champion Factory in the near future.
Please watch the bulletin board for details and the driver sign-up sheet. Each year the Champion Factory (in the
Chickering Plaza next to the Mango Grille) provides this fun, free field trip to their gym for our students, and
each year the children adore it. A big thank-you to them for hosting us each year. To find out more about the
Champion Factory and its programs for kids, go to www.championfactory.com or call them at 978-683-8493. As
you know from the live auction this year, birthday parties at the Champion Factory are a huge hit as well (thanks
to them for donating a birthday party to our auction).




April Curriculum

Beginning of
a chick’s life o
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Chick and egg/ Chicks

matching and E ggs Handling chicks

What's inside of a little
eggshell? A new baby chick!
This month’s unit will tell.

What goes on in that shell? Heg’s the answer!




Spotlight on..Annual Survey Results

Although opinions and suggestions are welcome and
encouraged throughout the year, the Education Commit-
tee sends out a formal survey mid-year to gather opin-
ions and recommendations from parents of currently
enrolled students. This year, a little less than half of the
families responded (which is about average as it turns
out), and below is a brief synopsis of the responses.
Jody Nichols has the full results, along with specific
numbers and quotes (which are anonymous, of course).
Feel free to ask her for a copy if you are interested. Also,
if you didn’t return your survey, it's not too late. The
Education Committee welcomes your input.

1. Most people heard about our school from the pre-
school fair and referrals from friends and relatives.

2. Most people felt that the Ice Cream Social was the
most helpful in terms of an orientation to the school and
meeting new families. Several suggested that the
Orientation Night be better geared toward new parents.

3. Most families responded that the school exceeded
their expectations with regard to a cooperative preschool
education.

4. Although nearly everyone who responded said that
they enjoyed being part of a committee, some felt that
all parents are not contributing equally, which makes
more work for those who do contribute.

5. Parent assisting has overall been a positive experi-
ence for most families. “The ability to watch and interact
with my child has been a wonderful learning experi-
ence.” The clean-up aspect of parent assisting is the
biggest complaint for most families.

6. Most families felt that they had the appropriate
channels to address concerns.

7. The students have enjoyed the dinosaur unit the most
so far this year.

8. The question on field trips/in-house presentations
was the most difficult to summarize. Responses ranged
from wanting the field trips to be more sibling-friendly
and fewer (to be less overwhelming for parents) to a call
for more field trips and in-house presentations. Favorites
were by far the Reptile Show and Firefighter Jim’s visit.

9. Most parents felt that circle time was a great experi-
ence for students. One parent felt that having parents
stay for the story time made it more difficult for some
students to separate from parents.

10. Free play was also commended by most parents.
One suggestion was to allow students to mix the items

from different areas (for example, mixing the block area
items with the dress-up items during free play).

11. Unanimously, parents responded that the art area
opportunities were excellent.

12. Parents also agreed that the outdoor play area was
great. Several parents underscored that outdoor time is
very important to families and should remain a priority.

13. Everyone who responded loved how the new location
was bright, open, and inviting. Suggestions included
organizing supplies better and finding a better place to
post reminders.

14. Everyone responded positively to the quality and
guantity of materials and learning opportunities provided
to the children.

15. When asked, “What is your single favorite thing
about CCP?” families responded: family friendships,
parent assisting/involvement, close relationship with the
teachers/feedback from the teachers, story time and
artwork, use of a wide variety of materials that facilitate
learning, the teachers, and so forth. One person re-
sponded simply, “LouAnn.”

16. With regard to the name change, most people felt it
was a good change.

17. Most people also felt that opening up the 2-day
class to children who are age 2.9 by December 31st is
a positive move. Several people wanted to make sure
our space was safe for younger children (choking
hazards, storage, regular toy cleanings, and so forth).

18. Strengths of the teaching staff included their under-
standing of early childhood development, their ability to
capture the children’s attention, their calm, supportive
discipline techniques, their ability to help children feel
good about themselves, patience, and creativity.

19. Most families wanted to see more consistency with
the teachers for each class, although several pointed

out that it is nice for children to be exposed to a variety
of teaching styles and didn’t mind the current schedule.

20. All parents who responded with regard to the 4-day
curriculum stated that they liked: the slightly more
structured scheduled, the varied reading opportunities,
the circle time activities that promote early literacy, the
promotion of responsiblity through job helpers, and so
forth. There were no recommendations for improvements
for this curriculum.

—Karen Lunny and Jody Nichols



News and Updates

Corporation Meeting April 6

The spring Corporation Meeting is Thursday, April 6, at
7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Remember it is mandatory
that one parent from each family attends this meeting to
getimportant updates and vote on important issues.

Proposed Oficers—\ote April 6

The Nominating Committee is pleased to present for
your consideration the following revision to the proposed
slate of officers for the 2006-2007 school year. Voting will
occur at the April 6 meeting. Please note as of press
time for the newsletter, the Enrollment position was
open. If you're interested, talk to Mary or one of the
Nominating Committee members about it (John L., Sally,
Michele N.) if you are interested.

President(s): Jennifer Adler-Quirk and David Quirk
1st Vice President, Enrollment: OPEN

2nd Vice President, Education: Carolyn Zimmer
Treasurer: Bob LeBlanc

Secretary: Leta Applegate

Fundraising Update

For our final newsletter contribution, we want to sin-
cerely thank everyone on the Fundraising Committee
who contributed so much time and effort towards
making this year’s auction a fun and successful
evening. Your efforts were so very much appreciated!
We'd also like to thank our fabulous parent auction-
eers—they all willingly volunteered this year (no strong-
arming necessary!) and did an incredible job! Thank
you!! Members of Hospitality need to be thanked for
their great food contributions, as does Lesley Carlson
for securing the pasta for the night. You all made our
job so much easier. Special thanks to Jon Finnimore for
providing the music for the night and serving as an-
nouncer—great job! Thanks to all families who contrib-
uted additional baskets to the auction—we had some
great ones this year! Last but not least, we'd like to
thank Karen Lunny (don't edit this out Karen!) for her
huge food and time donations—we couldn’t have done it
without you, and you aren’t even on our committee! So
thank you!

Thanks to everyone for your support,
Rose Lucera and Wendi Williams

Tea Party
Memories from
the 2-day Class



Auction
success...

Last month, the
Fundraising Committee,
led by Wendi Williams
and Rose Lucera, threw a
fabulously fun and lucra-
tive event for our school.
The auction netted about
$8,725 and gave our
parents a fun night out,
Italian bistro style. Many
CCP families contributed
in a variety of ways to

this event through months
of planning, soliciting and
gathering donations from
local businesses,
donating and making
precious CCP-specific
items (such as those
wonderful class
placemats!), purchasing
party necessities, making
food, setting up and
cleaning up, and so forth.
I hear one lucky dad even
got to sew ltalian bistro
tablecloths in the wee
hours of the night! And
how many pounds of
meatballs did Firefighter
Jim carry into the Parish
Hall? It really was
inspiring to see so many
people working in concert
to produce such a huge
and complex event. | am
sad to say your newsletter
editor forgot her camera
that night, so she has
attempted to recreate a
few choice moments from
the evening. The editor’s
husband believes that she
has crossed the line
between funny and just
plain embarrassing, so I'll
say that my 8-year-old
drew the illustrations.
Enjoy!



Community Cooperative Preschool

We are now accepting applications for2006-2007!
S. Paul's Church
396 Main Sreet, Noith Andover
978-682-9006
www.communitycooperativepreschool.org

u We have a developmental and child-focused curriculum.
u We believe that children learn through play and hands-on exploration.
u We take field trips regularly and have guests from the community visit us!

u We recognize the importance of outdoor physical activity
Children participate in at least 30 minutes of outdoor play nearly every day

u Our parents play an integral role in our school, assisting in the classroom,
accompanying children on field trips, attending family-focused events,
and serving on school-related committees.

u We have openings in our 2-day morning class for ages 2.9t0 5,
our 3-day morning class for ages 3to 5,
and our 4-day afternoon class for ages 4 to 5.

To be part of your preschoolé&s first educational experience,
call us at 978-682-9006, or visit us at
wwwcommunitycooperativepreschool.org

Did you know?

The number-one way that families hear about CCP is through recommendations from current and alumni families?
Please spread the word that we still have a few openings for next year. Feel free to tear out this page to give to
any family you think might have some interest in our school, refer families to our website for complete information,
or have them contact Mary or LouAnn for a tour. Thank you!
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April-June 2006 Calendar

For your convenience, an updated calendar for the rest of the year is also
available on our website at: www.communitycooperativepreschool.org

April

Monday, April 3
Tuesday, April 4

Wednesday, April 5
Thursday, April 6

Tuesday, April 11
Thursday, April 13

Wednesday, April 26
Thursday, April 27

Friday, April 28

May

Tuesday, May 2
Tuesday, May 9
Wednesday, May 10
Thursday, May 11
Friday, May 12
Friday, May 19
Wednesday, May 24
Thursday, May 25
Friday, May 26
Monday, May 29

June
Friday, June 2

Monday, June 5
Thursday, June 8

Friday, June 9
Friday, June 9

Late June

Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk
home

School portraits for 2-day AM and 4-day PM
classes

School portraits for the 3-day AM class

Corporation Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Parish Hall
(mandatory attendance)

Fit 4 Fun, 2-day AM class, 10:15 a.m.;
4-day PM class, 1:15 p.m.

Last month’s Relative Tea Party
was fun for the children and
relatives alike. Above, Zoe, in the
2-day class, pours her “tea” into a
tiny tea cup. The children thrilled
their special guests with songs
and snacks and fun. Families can
look forward to more springtime
excitement: hatching baby chicks,
the Father’s Night ice cream
sundaes, the whole-school
tidepooling field trip, end-of-the-
year sprinkler parties, the whole-
school family picnic, and more.

Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk home
Fit 4 Fun, 2-day AM class, 10:15 a.m.; 4-day PM class, 1:15 p.m.

School closes at end of day for spring
break; reopens Monday , April 24

Fit 4 Fun, 3-day AM class, 10:15 a.m.

Show and Tell, 2-day AM class and 4-day
PM class

Show and Tell, 3-day AM class

Fathers’ Night Ice Cream Social (choose either night)
Fathers’ Night Ice Cream Social (choose either night)
Luau Limbo party for the auction winners 12:30 to 2:30
Parent-teacher conferences—school closed**

Fit 4 Fun, 3-day AM class, 10:15 a.m.

Show and Tell, 2-day AM class and 4-day PM class
Show and Tell, 3-day AM class

Memorial Day—school closed

Whole-school field trip to Wingaersheek Beach in Gloucester (Rain date: June 6)
Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

Sprinkler Party, 2-day AM class 9:30-11:30 a.m.; Sprinkler Party, 4-day PM class
12:45-3:15 p.m.; last day of school for 2-day and 4-day classes

Sprinkler Party, 3-day AM class 9:30-11:30 a.m.; Last day of school
(tentative date) End-of-the-Year Family Picnic and final Corporation Meeting

Lunch Bunch plans for the last three weeks of June (stay tuned for details)
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