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From the PlaygroundNotes
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December 1, 2005

Dear Friends,

Hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving! It
seems that autumn has shifted into winter as snow
fell and laced our trees and lawns over the holiday
week. Our household is already gearing up for the
upcoming December festivities, as we begin to
take out an infinite amount of storage tubs and
empty them - everywhere! Joshua continuously
marks pages in catalogs that contain what he
“must have” and Emma seems to long for anything
pertaining to dolls and dress up.

November was a busy month for CCP! Our win-
dows were installed over the Veteran’s day week-
end, and they look GREAT! The Learning Express
shopping night was lots of fun, including the
rendezvous to Dylan’s afterwards. Thank you to our
fundraising chairs, Rose and Wendi, and all of you
that participated in this enjoyable and successful
evening.

The wine tasting fundraiser was a huge hit! Thank you to all who generously donated money and time to this
wonderful event; we hope that you enjoyed yourselves as much as we did. It was wonderful getting to know both
present and alumni parents and others from our community. In particular, David and I would like to thank Leta and
Will Applegate, Karen and John Lunny, and Diane and George Nikolopoulos for their generosity, selflessness,
individual talents and kindnesses. Karen and John’s home was a beautiful spot for our night, George strutted his
stuff as he taught the crowd about the selection of wines, and Will dazzled us with his delicious food! We cannot
begin to explain what these families did to make this occasion transpire; Community Cooperative is fortunate to
have such dedicated families and we are personally grateful to have such good friends.

Thank you Mary Litster, our VP of Enrollment, for putting together CCP’s efforts at the Mother Connection Pre-
school Fair (the traditional kickoff to the enrollment season) – super job!  During December and January, Mary will
be holding open houses and offering guided tours for 2006-2007 prospective families.  If you have any friends or
family members that would be interested in the CCP experience, please refer them to Mary.

Karen Walsh will be leaving us this month as she begins her new and thrilling adventure - twins! We will all miss
her during her maternity leave and wish Karen, Dennis and Ryann all of the best! Linda Schoonmaker has begun
teaching at CCP; we are thrilled to have this dynamic and seasoned teacher with us during Karen’s absence -
welcome, Linda! During Karen’s leave, as always, please come to us or any members of the executive board with
any questions you have - we are here to help!

We hope you all have a special holiday season full of good health and happiness. Looking forward to seeing you all
in 2006!

With warm regards,

Jennifer Adler-Quirk and David Quirk

Junior firefighters were everywhere in November thanks to
the Community Helpers unit and the visits from Firefighter
Jim. Jim White’s fire safety presentation to all three
classes was a fabulous addition to the unit (thanks Jim!).
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From the Teachers...
Dear Parents,

Hopefully you have all recovered from full bellies and journeys over the river and
through the woods. We are glad everyone has returned safely from our short
Thanksgiving break and are looking forward to many exciting events coming up in
December.

In November, the children had a blast discovering the Native American Village set
up in the nursery. They utilized instruments, tools, clothing, shelters, and natural
materials associated with Native Americans and the first Thanksgiving. This unit of
study came to a conclusion with our feasts, where the children helped to bake
and cook all of the foods we enjoyed. They also participated in a Native American
ceremony, where each child was given a Native American name.

The highlight of our Transportation and Community Helpers unit was a visit
from Firefighter Jim White, who visited each class with a fire engine. We will
be displaying some of the photos from this special event in the classroom.

Please keep this newsletter on hand as the dates and specifics regarding
our upcoming field trips and Winter Celebrations are outlined.

This is officially the last newsletter I will be writing before my maternity leave
begins on December 14th. I will keep the board posted as to any potential
change in this date. In the event that my leave comes about unexpectedly, I
would like to take this chance to thank all of you for your dedication to the
school and to your children. I have enjoyed working with and getting to know
all of you and confidently leave you in the safe hands of LouAnn, Mrs. C.,
and my maternity leave substitute, Linda, who is a wonderful addition to our
teaching team. Happy Holidays!

Sincerely,

Karen Walsh, LouAnn Donovan, and Ellen Connolly (and soon Linda
Schoonmaker!)

Holiday School Wish List
Please join us in an exciting CCP tradition! We invite you
to purchase an item from our “Holiday Wish List” of
classroom materials. The list is posted in the hallway. If
you choose to donate an item, simply: 1. Cross the item
you are buying off the list and initial it; and 2. Wrap the
item(s) and send to school with your child any day in
December. We’ll open your child’s gift to the school at
circle time.

Student Teacher Farewell
We will sadly be saying goodbye to Angela, our AM
student teacher, in just a few weeks. Angela has been
integral in acclimating the children to the preschool,
and she will be missed by the children and teachers
alike.

North Andover firefighter Jim White,
above, talked about fire safety while
having fun with the children as part of our
school’s Community Helpers unit in
November. The highlight of the presenta-
tion was a tour of a fire truck.
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December Curriculum
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Favorite Books from November
Clifford the Firehouse Dog by Norman Bridwell

Dinafours, Fire Drill Day by Steve Metzger

What’s your child’s favorite book these days?
Send it to Karen Lunny to be published in the newsletter!

Forest
Animals

hibernation

nocturnal animals

homes and
habitats

natural animal
feeders

Jan Brett
stories

what forest
animals eat

Field Trips for  Forest
Animals Unit
We are looking for one host family from each class to
help with this field trip. If you are the host family, the
students will make natural feeders in class and then
decorate a tree in your yard for our forest friends. Then
the children go inside for a snack and hot chocolate. For
the 3-day class, the field trip to a home is Monday,
December 12th. For the 2-day morning class, the field
trip is scheduled for Thursday, December 15. For the 4-
day afternoon class, the field trip is scheduled for
Wednesday, December 7. Please let one of the teach-
ers know if you are interested in hosting this field trip.
Thank you!

Show and Tell
Show and Tell is a great opportunity for your child to
share something special with his or her friends. This
activity builds lots of important skills—not to mention
that it’s fun! We ask that the item your child brings to
talk about with his or her class is something nature or
science related. Other ideas include photos and
postcards that are nature or science related (for
example, photos from a recent trip to the zoo). Please
don’t send toys into school for Show and Tell. Show
and Tell dates for this month are as follows:

Wednesday , December 7: 3-day AM and 4-day
PM classes

Thursday , December 8: 2-day AM class
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Spotlight on... Fundraising at CCP
The Fundraising Committee generates money for the
school’s contingency fund…the money the school uses
for special purchases (rugs, playground equipment, etc),
unexpected expenses, and other special needs.  With
our recent move and all related expenses, it is fairly
obvious how important our contingency fund is – and we
have definitely tapped into the fund significantly this year!
For this reason, our fundraising goals for this year are
high….we need to begin replenishing our contingency
fund to ensure the continued success of our school.
Therefore, we are thrilled that our two major fall
fundraising events were very successful.  We made
about $1500 from the Yankee Candle sales (up from
$400 last year) and $680 from the shopping night (up
from $80 last year)!  We are also happy to announce
that our president, Jenn Adler-Quirk, was the winner of
the $50 Learning Express gift certificate in the drawing
held immediately after shopping night.  Congratulations
Jenn!  And a huge ‘Thank You’ to everyone who partici-
pated in these two events!

Another ongoing fundraiser for the school is our school
store.  There are currently samples of t-shirts and
sweatshirts at the school, so please take a look.  Order
forms should be in everyone’s mailboxes, so contact
Rose or Wendi if you don’t have one.  Please return your
order forms (to Emily Lucera’s or Eliza Williams’ mail-
boxes) by December 9th for prompt delivery of shirts.
Special thanks to Bob LeBlanc for handling these orders.

Without a doubt the largest fundraising event for the
school has historically been the Spring Auction.  This
has traditionally accounted for 80 – 90% of our
fundraising monies.  This year the auction will take place
on March 10th (March 11th is a snowdate), so reserve
those babysitters now.  We have had 100% attendance
(or close to) from our families in the past, and it really is
a fun way to get out and support the school…so save
the date!  Because our fundraising goals are so high this
year, we will be working hard to bring back our school
alumni for the auction and make it a really big – and

hopefully profitable – event.  For those of you who have
never attended the auction, the overriding theme has
always been “Something in a Basket.”   We secure
donations from local businesses and package them
together in baskets for either our live or silent auction.
Also, families have historically been asked to each
donate a themed basket for the auction, which acted as
their “ticket.”  After much consideration, we are eliminat-
ing the family baskets this year, and will instead charge
a ticket price.  Why?  First, new families are often
confused by the basket idea.  Also, it can be a lot of
work for each family depending on their basket choice.
Finally, we found that a family often spent a certain
amount on their basket, only to have it bring in less than
that amount at the auction (for example, they could
spend $100 on basket items at a store, and then have
the basket sell for only $50 at the auction).  It seems
simpler to us to just set a ticket price that would be
amenable to families and have all of that money go to
the school.  Hopefully you all agree.

Tickets aside, we are asking that if you have anything
that you would be willing to donate to the auction, please
consider doing so.  If you have a particular talent,
handcrafted things have always sold very well at the
auction.  Also, tickets to sporting events and shows have
sold well.  And finally, if you have something like a
vacation home or a connection to one, weekend geta-
ways have also been big sellers.  So as the auction
approaches we ask all of our families to most impor-
tantly *plan to come!* and also to consider if you have
any special talents (can you cook, sew, paint???) that
you’d be willing to donate in this special fundraising year.

We’ll certainly have much more information on the
auction as it approaches, and in the meantime the
Fundraising Committee will be working very hard to
ensure that this event is a fun and successful evening for
us all.  As always, thanks for your support.

—Rose Lucera & Wendi Williams, co-chairs

Save th
e Date! Save the Date!The Spring Auction

Friday Evening, March 10, 2006
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Wine Tasting Highlights
“Figs, stuffed with almonds, wrapped in bacon, baked
to perfection.” It took me a few minutes to memorize
that spectacular appetizer before serving it—mostly
because at our house we are accustomed to “Chicken
nuggets, randomly breaded, slathered in barbeque
sauce, baked a bit too long.”

Fabulous food, wine, and company was the order of
the night at our preschool’s first fall wine tasting
fundraiser. As Rose and Wendi explained in their
article to the left, CCP has always relied on the
annual Spring Auction to bolster the CCP contingency
fund. Clearly the expenses of our recent move have
necessitated doing a few extras in the fundraising
department this year. How thankful we all are that
past CCP families and fundraising initiatives built up
the CCP contigency fund so that our school thrives
today. We have now begun the process of replenish-
ing the fund, and what great headway we’ve made!

The wine tasting brought in $4,315 to the school. With
donations of wine from two vineyards in Napa (St.
Supery and Benziger), Smuttynose Brewery in
Portsmouth, the Vineyard in North Andover, a wine
distributor that George knows personally, and our
wonderful alumni parents Annie and Bob Gilbert, who
own Andover Liquors in Andover, we were able to offer
a wide range of beverages. I have alerted the
Sommelier Society of America, and they are sending
recruiters to the event next year in hopes of drafting
George Nikolopoulos as a consultant extraordinaire.
His knowledge of wine is truly mesmerizing.

Will Applegate, with culinary assistance from George
and Jenn, amazed us all by providing two fabulous
and inventive appetizers per wine course. As I circu-
lated the delicious appetizers, I can’t tell you how
often I had people ask me who catered the event.

John Lunny officiated the First Annual CCP Billiards
Championship, and the trophy nearly went to KJ Nam,
but he was edged out at the very end by outsiders
Dave Blundin and Micah Adler, who fought over the
coveted award (we had to use the sand timer to
encourage the two to share it).

David Quirk’s persuasive and heartfelt manner had
donations pouring in—we had more than 20 door
prizes, ranging from HarperCollins books on wine and
food to pocket wine-tasting guides. If you missed the
event, don’t worry! You can bid on baskets of the wine
at the Spring Auction, and maybe, just maybe, we can
convince Will Applegate to share a few of his secret
recipes. I’d bid a hefty sum to know how to make the
Pigs in a Blanket (deliver me from the nightly nuggets
routine)!
—Karen Lunny

Leta Applegate, Michelle Holland, Bill Holland,
and Will Applegate enjoy an evening out.

Jenn Adler-Quirk and George Nikolopoulos have
a glass of wine #9 at the end of the Wine
Tasting. George’s wine choices were a huge hit,
and they were as follows:
1. Valdo Prosecco, Semi-dry (Italy)--a sparkler!

(~$10)
2. Joao Pires Dry Muscat (Portugal)--a semi-dry

white wine (~$10)
3. 2004 Fontaleoni, Vernaccia di San Gimignano

(Italy)--a new white on the scene and debuted
at our wine tasting! (~$13)

4. 2004 d’Arenberg “The Hermit Crab,” Viognier/
Marsanne (Australia)--a vibrant white (~$20)

5. 2001 Casa de Santar, Riserva (Portugal)--a
smooth, mild red (~$20)

6. 2002 Bertani, Secco-Bertani Valpolicella
Valpantena (Italy)--a mellow, yet full-bodied red
(~$15)

7. 2001 Benziger, Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia)--a classic red (~$25)

8. 2001 St. Supery Cabernet Sauvignon (Califor-
nia)--a critics darling; complex and concen-
trated red (~$28)

9. 2003 Clos de Los Siete (Argentina)--a great
buy and a hearty red (~$18)
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News and Updates
Enrollment Update
It is  time for CCP to start planning for the 2006-2007
school year. It is the enrollment policy of CCP that
families who are currently attending the school are given
preferential treatment over new families in reserving slot
for the child in the following year. In order to take advan-
tage of this policy for the 2006-2007 school year, every
parent must complete and return the form distributed in
mailboxes by January 3, 2006, at the latest. Families of
current students who wish to change their slot request
for the coming school year after January 31, 2006, will
be placed behind siblings and before brand new families
for all classes on a first-come, first-serve basis. No child
(new or returning to the school) will be asked to give up a
slot, which has already been awarded, to accommodate
the placement of another child. A $50.00 NON REFUND-
ABLE deposit is required with the submission of this
form. The deposit will be applied to the next year’s
tuition.

The preferred enrollment policy has firm, objective, and
well-established rules regarding who gets which slots in
the event of conflicting scheduling requests among
returning children. The following process is used in the
event of a conflict. Returning children’s applications are
separated into two categories: Boys and Girls. Within
each category the applications are sorted by the follow-
ing criteria: the length of time the child has been affili-
ated with the school (child seniority), and the length of
time the family has been affiliated with the school (family
seniority). The order of precedence ranked form highest
to lowest for each applicant’s criteria are 1) child senior-
ity; 2) family seniority; and 3) lottery. For returning
children with equal child and family seniority there will be
a lottery.

If you have any questions about our enrollment policies
or the process, please contact Mary Litster.

Snow Policy
Snow is right around the
corner. Remember that CCP
follows the North Andover
Schools snow cancellations. If
North Andover schools are
closed, CCP is closed. If North
Andover schools announce a
delayed opening, the morning
class at CCP is cancelled, but the afternoon class will
meet. If North Andover schools announce an early
dismissal due to inclement weather, a decision will be
made about the afternoon class, and the phone chain
will be used to notify parents. In cases that are question-
able, please use your own judgment. As a school, we
are extremely cautious. There have been times when our
director and co-presidents have decided that road
conditions are not safe in contrast to North Andover’s
decision to hold school. If this is the case, a phone
chain will be started by 7 a.m. to notify all morning
parents before they head out to school. School closing
and announcements are made through the local TV and
radio newstations and on the internet at such sites as
www.thebostonchannel.com/closings/index.html

Seasonal
Outerwear
Reminder
Please send appropriate snow
gear to school as soon as
snowy weather begins. It is
important to label all clothing.
The children need hats and
mittens nearly every day now
that colder weather is upon us.

Announcing... Two Enrollment Open Houses This Year!
Friday , December 2, from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m.

Friday , January 6, from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m.

The Open Houses are opportunities for prospective families to see our new school space,
meet our teachers, talk to families about the co-op experience, and give their children a
chance to play in our school environment. If you have friends or neighbors who are considering
a preschool next year, please tell them about our upcoming Open Houses and put them in
contact with Mary Litster. We are also happy to give prospective families individual tours of
our school. Spread the word!
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December 2005/January 2006 Calendar
Look for the full 2005-2006 CCP on our website for your convenience throughout the year.

All dates are subject to change.

December
Friday, December 2 Enrollment Open House from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m.

Monday, December 5 Fit-4-Fun! 3-day AM class

Monday, December 5 Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk home

Wednesday, December 7 Show and Tell, 3-day AM class (nature or science items; no toys)

Wednesday, December 7 Field Trip: Tree Decorating for 4-day PM class

Thursday, December 8 Show and Tell, 2-day AM and 4-day PM class (nature or science items; no toys)

Monday, December 12 Field Trip: Tree Decorating for 3-day AM class

Tuesday, December 13 Field Trip:Tree Decorating for 2-day AM class

Wednesday, December 14 Teacher Professional Day, school closed; Karen’s last day until March

Thursday, December 15 Fit-4-Fun! 2-day AM class and 4-day PM class

Wednesday, December 21 Winter Celebration in the classroom for 3-day AM and 4-day PM classes

Thursday, December 22 Winter Celebration in the classroom for 2-day AM class

Thursday, December 22 School closes at noon; reopens Tuesday, January 3

Winter Celebrations
Join us for fun and holiday cheer! The children will sing to put us in
a festive mood, and the Hospitality Committee will provide re-
freshments. The children have a regular school day (8:45 to
11:30; 12:45 to 3:30), and parents join us at 10:30/2:30 in the
classroom for our celebrations.

3-day AM class: December 21st, 10:30 a.m.

4-day PM class:  December 21st, 2:30 p.m.

2-day AM class: December 22nd, 10:30 a.m.

January
Tuesday, January 3 School reopens

Tuesday, January 3 Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk home

Friday, January 6 Enrollment Open House from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m.

Monday, January 16 MLK Day, school closed

Friday, January 27 Teacher Professional Day, school closed


