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From the PlaygroundNotes

Community Cooperative Preschool  •  396 Main St., North Andover
www.communitycooperativepreschool.org  •  978-682-9006

November 2005, Issue 4
AM 8:45 to 1 1:30  •  PM 12:45-3:30

November 1, 2005

Dear Friends,

Another month has passed, as we have all settled
more or less into a routine. Leaves continue to fall
as our children gather them into piles and include
them in their outdoor play. Children and parents
begin to forge relationships, and we have wit-
nessed the smiles and communal feeling that has
been developing amongst our families. What a
special place for us to have enrolled our children!

The Halloween parties were a huge success!
Thank you to our Hospitality Chairs (Natalie Howard, Debbie Green and Tracy Fulgione), the
Hospitality Committee, and our teachers for all of your hard work and inspired planning!

Community Cooperative’s new Play Pals program has gotten off to a great start! Eight toddlers
and their moms, care providers, and grandparents, have spent the last five Friday mornings
playing, singing, creating, and learning led by Karen Walsh. Thank you, Karen, for cultivating this
outstanding concept, which provides future CCP students with a pleasurable beginning to their
preschool years. Emma is thrilled each Friday to see her friends at Play Pals, and it is a delight
for us all to watch our children form relationships and thoroughly enjoy themselves!

Over the Veteran’s Day weekend, our new windows are scheduled to be installed and will be the
last step to receiving our full license; I know that we will all feel relieved to get this completed. We
thank you all for your unending support and patience with this matter. Next stop, full deleading –
stay tuned!

It has been brought to our attention that North Parish Church will no longer pursue the building
project as was expected. Costs were far greater than originally thought and, therefore, the church
has decided to no longer rent to our community, but to instead utilize the existing space “as is”
for their own congregation. The church will, however, complete historic renovations as planned.
We will be speaking with St. Paul’s vestry over this month regarding our future lease and all
matters that are connected. We will need to discuss our playground equipment that is waiting for
us at North Parish. We will keep the community posted as we enter into this next phase.

As Thanksgiving approaches, we want to wish all of you and your families a very happy and
healthy holiday.

With warm regards,

Jennifer Adler-Quirk and David Quirk

How often do you see Thomas the Tank Engine
swinging with the dynamic duo? Hope your family
had a happy Halloween!
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From the Teachers...
Dear Parents,

Outdoors, the leaves are falling, and there is a chill in the air.
Indoors, the children have been busy investigating and
exploring leaves, pumpkins, gourds, and other aspects of
autumn nature. We prepared for Halloween with fun songs
and poems--ask your child to tell you about the disgusting
recipe for “Witch’s Brew,” a favorite every year at the Co-op.

With a full month of school under their belts, the children are
becoming increasingly familiar with our classroom routines
and rules. The teachers continue to use positive reinforce-
ment and redirection as primary strategies for classroom
management. We appreciate the support of our parent

assists, as everyone has been extremely helpful in engaging and guiding the children.

Please continue to ask questions and bring concerns to the teachers. We are always happy to
address any issues that may arise.

Sincerely,

Karen Walsh, LouAnn Donovan, and Ellen Connolly
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Favorite Books from
October Story Time

Alice and Greta: A Tale of Two Witches
by Steven J. Simmons

Go Away, Big Green Monster by Ed Emberly

What’s your child’s favorite book these days?
Send it to klunny@comcast.net to be published in the newsletter!

Field Trips
Watch your mailboxes for a notice outlining the
field trips set for November. We are in the
process of arranging trips and visitors to
coincide with our Community Helpers unit
coming in November.

Show and Tell
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 3-day AM class

Thursday, Nov. 10, 2-day AM and PM classes

Show and Tell items should be something
nature or science related. Photos are also fine
for Show and Tell.

Fit-4-Fun!
Miss Carrie comes back to energize and
delight the children on Wednesday, November
2, for the 3-day AM and PM classes. She visits
the 2-day AM class on Tuesday, November 29.
This is always a special treat for the children!
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November Curriculum

Transportation

Community
Helpers

planes

trains buses

firefighters/fire
safety

librarian
police officers

dramatic play/
bakery

Native Americans

story of the first
Thanksgiving

tools

crops and
planting

traditional
clothing

feast
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Spotlight on... Family-Focused Fun
Every year as we
introduce prospective
families to our school,
we hear a recurring
theme: parents want to
feel connected in what is
often considered a
disconnected commu-
nity. Certainly the best
way to establish this
connection at your
child’s school is to be a
regular visitor to the
classroom. Each family
now has had the oppor-
tunity to parent assist at
least once, so you know
what I’m talking about
when I say you really
learn a lot—a lot about
your child, a lot about
this age group, and a lot about the school routine. I hope
your time in the classroom has been fun as well as
informative. Trust me when I say by the end of the
school year, you will be an old pro at parent assisting. It
gets easier with each visit.

At Community Co-op we like to take the connection a
little further than most other preschools by offering a
variety of organized events and activities throughout the
year that involve your family. We started this year off with
the Ice Cream Social at Jenn and David’s house, which
was fun for the whole family and really set the family-
focused tone for this year (sundaes, bouncy castle,
cook-out afterward, need I say more?). And you probably
just snapped a few dozen photos at the Halloween party
your child participated in at school. How cute is that
costume parade?  These types of events reach out to
families and ensure that you are both connected to your
preschooler’s class and the families that compose the
school. Here’s a peek at a few more family-focused
events to come this year:

WWWWW inter Celeinter Celeinter Celeinter Celeinter Cele brbrbrbrbr aaaaa tiontiontiontiontion
The Winter Celebration is definitely one of those video
camera events. Your preschooler will put on a show
(literally and figuratively) for the rest of your family—at
least those members who are free on a school day. My
first child, Alison, barely spoke to adults for the first five
years of her life, so imagine my surprise when she
willingly acted out the part of a fox in her class’s presen-
tation of Jan Brett’s The Mitten. The “play” was adorable
and was followed by several rounds of holiday songs and

then holiday snacks and
favors (who can forget the
marshmallow snowmen
from last year?). Our
family watches the
Winter Celebration videos
(we’ve been to two so far)
every year after Thanks-
giving and then continu-
ously until the New Year,
when they somehow are
“lost” for another 11
months.

Rela ti ve Tea
Par ty
My friend Connie accom-
panies my children to the
Relative Tea Party since
we have no actual
relatives closer than a

13-hour drive. She says that her favorite moment of this
event is when the children walk into the room and first
get a glimpse of their guest. This event is meant to wow
that special person in your child’s life, and it does. You
child makes an invitation for him or her and on the day of
the tea party gets gussied up for, seriously, what I like to
call the day of fabulous manners. Your child’s special
guest will hear please, and thank-you, and pass this and
that please. I don’t think much actual tea is consumed (I
believe the preferred beverage is apple juice), but the
manners and entertainment are exceptional. It’s a
grandparent’s dream come true.

Auction
The annual auction is a chance to hire a sitter and have
a night out. Although many of you now know from the
last Corporation Meeting that I could not recall whether
beer and wine was served last year (I’m sure I was too
overwhelmed by the delicious and authentic jambalaya
to notice), I do recall many hilarious moments through-
out the evening that were perhaps related to the wine
and beer that was, in fact, served. This year’s auction is
on Friday, March 10. The Fundraising Committee is
already laying the foundation for a fabulous night out for
the parents, and, of course, for the ultimate benefit of the
school. It’s absolutely worth hiring that babysitter!

Father’s Night
Father’s Night is an evening in the spring (actually, dads
have their choice of two evenings) where your
preschooler shows Dad his or her art masterpieces
displayed proudly around the classroom, makes a small

Kevin Spicer reads a Halloween story to the four girls in
the afternoon class. Dads are always a big hit on parent
assist days.
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craft with Dad, and creates a 3000-calorie ice cream
sundae that will almost inevitably include gummy worms.
The evening is rounded out by some playground time.
Although the dads may have seen the school a million
times, it’s fun to follow your little docent around and see
things through his or her eyes for an evening.

Famil y Picnic and Final Cor por ation
Meeting
Last year, the Rodrigues family hosted our big end-of-
the-year family picnic on their huge lawn. It was a
picture-perfect evening that would be hard to top. Nearly
all the families of our school spread out blankets and
unpacked picnic baskets with dinner for their family.
Adults and children alike played volleyball—or at least
something like volleyball. The children participated in
sack races, water balloon tosses, and so forth, and the
highlight of the event was a visit from an ice cream truck.
The owner of the truck was so inspired by the good, old-
fashioned family event, he gave us the ice cream for free.
It cost virtually nothing to throw this picnic, and the
success of it was rooted in the spirit of the group. Oh
yes, and for five minutes we met and voted on some-
thing. The Corporation Meeting at this event is truly a
quick group gathering to take care of any unfinished
business of the corporation. Some years, there is little if

anything to accomplish other than simply enjoying a
successful year.

Sprinkler P ar ty
A few years ago our school started a tradition of making
the last day of school a special event at a classmate’s
house. It goes something like this: water play and
doughnuts for the morning classes, water play and
cookies for the afternoon class. Since school does not
include sprinklers or unhealthy snacks on a normal day,
it’s a dream come true for our preschoolers, and a
perfect last day of school for them. Who wouldn’t like to
go to a friend’s house, play in some water, eat a special
treat, and then play some more?

There are other special moments at school for your
child, such as being student of the week, your child’s
birthday, Thanksgiving and Valentine’s Day celebrations,
field trips, and so forth, but the family events, I think,
really set us apart from other schools. You probably
know your child’s classmates and their parents better
right now than most families do at the end of a school
year. We’re proud of that and certainly appreciate all the
hard work that goes into making these events so
successful. Enjoy!

—Karen Lunny

News and Updates
Fundraising Committee News
Fundraising has gotten off to a great start this year. On
behalf of the Committee we’d like to thank all those that
participated in the Yankee Candle fundraiser – with sales
of over $3,500 we more than tripled last year’s numbers!
Special thanks to the Dicks family for generating the
most sales! The orders are promised to be in within six
weeks, and we will put them on your coat hook as soon
as we receive the products. Thank you again for your
orders, and we hope you enjoy your candles.

Coming up in November we have our Holiday Shopping
Night at the Learning Express – Wednesday , Novem-
ber 16th . CCP receives 20% of all sales from the
evening so think ahead for the holidays, birthdays, and
teacher gifts. This is an easy way to tackle your gift list
while helping out the school, so we hope to see you
there.  If you need an extra incentive to get out and
shop, all shoppers will be eligible for a gift certificate to
Learning Express that will be raffled off.  After shopping
we’ll be heading next door to Dylan’s for drinks and
conversation, so please join us and extend your night
out a bit!

Finally, we are thrilled to be re-opening our school store
thanks to Bob LeBlanc of our CCP family.  Keep an eye
out for more information on ordering sweatshirts and T-
shirts soon.  These are wonderful for the kids to wear
during field trips and school photos, so please consider
supporting the school store!

—Rose Lucera and Wendi Williams

Drop-Off/Pick-Up
AM: 8:45-11:30 • PM: 12:45-3:30

The teachers invite you to enjoy our beautiful playground
on occasions when you arrive early to school. This
allows teachers time to prepare for class and grab a
quick bite to eat. Being punctual at pick-up time also
allows them critical time to plan for the next class.

Parking Reminders
Please do not park on the grass or in the reserved
church parking spaces at drop-off and pick-up. If there
are not enough spaces in the lot, you may park on Main
Street. Remember, we are “borrowing” the church’s
parking lot and want to be considerate!
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News and Updates, continued
Lead Paint Update
Hammond De-leading will be installing our new windows
over Veteran’s Day weekend. This is ideal because the
Co-op is scheduled to be closed to recognize the holiday
on Friday, November 11. The teachers will be planning
local field trips for Monday and Tuesday, November 14
and 15, to allow additional time out of the classroom in
case the project takes longer than anticipated. We will
keep you posted as we receive more information on
these trips.

Donation
Thank you to Kevin Spicer and Diane O’Connor for
donating the loam and grass seed to finish the walkway
two months ago. We are so fortunate that Kevin owns
Uptown Landscaping and takes care of us!

Grant Writing
We are in the process of putting together a two-year plan
for writing grants. If you have any information on chari-
table foundations that may be a good match for us or
ones that you are personally connected to, please email
your leads to Karen Lunny. Thank you!

Guest Columnists Wanted
Our “Spotlight on...” section is new to the newsletter this
year. The Executive Board was looking for a way to
highlight certain aspects of our preschool and share
memories throughout the year. This regular column
seemed to be a nice way to do it. I am looking for guest
writers for these upcoming issues and topics:

January:  What made you choose a co-op for your
child’s preschool? What do you like best about our co-
op? Do you have a special memory of your search for
the perfect school for your child? The theme for the
January newsletter is “Enrollment” and how networking
(telling friends and family who have young children) is our
best marketing tool.

February:  The theme for this issue is “Hospitality.”
What does the Hospitality Committee do for our school?
How do they do it? Do you remember a special event
that the Hospitality Committee (past or present) orga-
nized that was particularly fun for your child?

March:  “Volunteerism and the Cooperative Spirit” is our
theme for the March issue. My guess is that if you join a
co-op, you have volunteerism in your heart. How is
volunteering (in the classroom, on a committee, on the
board) a positive thing for you and your family? How

does volunteering help our community as a whole? What
does it take to be a co-op family?

You don’t need to be a great writer to be a guest colum-
nist--just share a memory or two with our families.
Contact Karen Lunny for more information.

Substitute Teacher
Opportunities
Imagine... parent assisting without the snack preparation
or cleanup duties. That’s what being a substitute is at
our school for parents of currently enrolled children.
Parents make excellent substitutes in that the children
are already familiar with you and you already know the
school routine. Please sign up on the substitute list
(Karla Kooken has more information and the list) if you
may be interested. You may do morning or afternoon or
both. Your preschooler is welcome to accompany you,
but no younger or older siblings, please. You may
choose to donate your time to the school, or enjoy some
extra spending money--each session pays $30.

Digital Photographs Wanted
Please send your digital (or regular) photos that you take
of your child’s class that may be great for the website, a
brochure, a video slideshow, or the newsletter. We have
nearly completed the photo permission roster and will be
updating our marketing materials this month. Don’t worry
about who has given permission for which purposes. Just
send the photos to Karen Lunny, and she will verify
whether we can use them or not. It’s that simple, and
you can begin to see more than just the afternoon class
in action! (My apologies to everyone in the morning
classes--it’s too easy to snap photos at drop off and pick
up in my daughter’s class, but I will make an effort this
month to visit the morning classes and get a few photos
to even it out.)

Testimonials
Do you know an alumni family who might like to write a
short paragraph or two about what they loved about our
school and how their preschool experience influenced
their children? Our Higher Board member Joan Ellis
inspired us at a recent meeting to focus our efforts on
this important piece in our recruiting efforts. She’s
absolutely right (and a motivating speaker)! It’s time to
get that section of our website in shape. Please ask
around to see who might like to say a few kind words
about our school. If you or someone you know is
interested in writing a testimonial, send the message to
Karen Lunny, klunny@comcast.net.



7

November/December 2005 Calendar
Look for the full 2005-2006 CCP on our website for your convenience throughout the year.

All dates are subject to change.

November
Wednesday, November 2 Fit-4-Fun! 3-day AM class and PM class

Wednesday, November 2 Higher Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Lunny home

Wednesday, November 9 Show and Tell, 3-day AM class

Thursday, November 10 Show and Tell, 2-day AM class and PM class

Friday, November 11 Veterans’ Day, school closed; deleading windows begins

Saturday, November 12 Wine-tasting fundraiser, 7 p.m. to midnight, Lunny home

Monday, November 14 Local field trips TBA

Tuesday, November 15 Local field trips TBA, deleading windows completed

Wednesday, November 16 Andover Learning Express shopping night fundraiser, 6-9 p.m.

Tuesday, November 22 Newsletter information and updates due for December issue

Wednesday, November 23 Thanksgiving Recess, school closes at noon

Monday, November 28 School reopens

Tuesday, November 29 Fit-4-Fun! 2-day AM class

December
Monday, December 5 Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk home

Wednesday, December 14 Teacher Professional Day, school closed

Wednesday, December 21 Holiday party in the classroom for 3-day AM and 4-day PM classes

Thursday, December 22 Holiday party in the classroom for 2-day AM class

Thursday, December 22 School closes at noon; reopens Tuesday, January 3

CCP News: In print and online
Our website continues to grow and change. If you haven’t seen it recently,
check it out: www.communitycooperativepreschool.org . Send newsletter
information to Karen and John Lunny, or via school mailbox. Our new
webmaster is Scott Halecki. Send any updates or suggestions to him either
via email or school mailbox. Information is due one week before the end of the
month. Thanks, and have a great November.


