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From the PlaygroundNotes

Community Cooperative Preschool  •  396 Main St., North Andover
www.communitycooperativepreschool.org  •  978-682-9006

October 2005, Issue 3
AM 8:45 to 1 1:30  •  PM 12:45-3:30

October 1, 2005

Dear Friends,

Welcome to Community Cooperative Preschool and to
the beginning of autumn. We always love this time of
year which is so synonymous with New England. Apple
picking, leaves changing color, and of course the Patri-
ots’ quest for another Super Bowl title!

What wonderful families comprise our preschool this
year! We hope that your children have enjoyed their first
days of school as much as we have. Jenn has loved
spending quality time with families and getting to know
both parents and their children. We hope that you are all
meeting one another and that children are enjoying
making new friends and having fun with their teachers.

Between your child’s first day of school and our lead and
licensing issues, it’s been a busy month for everyone.
We want to thank you all for your support and under-
standing during this slightly chaotic time, but we assure
you that we are on the right road to correcting these
unforeseen issues. We’d also like to express our grati-
tude to our fellow board members and higher board members for all that you continue to do for
Community Cooperative and for the special kindnesses that you have shown to our family this
month.

Soon, you will begin to become involved with your committee, if you haven’t already.  Enjoy this
opportunity to meet and work closely with other members of the community.  All committee work
is integral to the success of the school, and your efforts are greatly appreciated.  Please keep in
touch with us and let us know how things are going. We are here to answer any questions or
concerns you may have, and to support you throughout the school year.  Please feel free to
contact us at 978-470-2345 or jladlerquirk@comcast.net  /david.quirk@fmr .com .

Mark your calendars for November 12th, as the Applegate, Lunny, and Quirk families (and
friends) are beginning to plan a Wine Tasting Event to benefit the preschool. We will keep you
updated as we finalize the details.

With warm regards,

Jennifer Adler-Quirk and David Quirk

Our huge sandbox is a huge hit!
Thank you to the Fanueles for
building it and to the Zahoruikos for
filling it with sand.
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From the Teachers...

Our teachers, left to right: Ellen
Connolly, Karen Walsh, and
LouAnn Donovan.

Dear Families,

Welcome! We are so happy to have you with us as we kick off a
monumental school year in our brand new location. We are
certain that you, as well as the children, are going to enjoy all of
the special details and aspects of the school that we have
worked so hard throughout the summer to create.

The school year will prove to be jam-packed with fun and excite-
ment with many special events for our families and innovative
learning opportunities for our children. They will be learning about
dinosaurs and outerspace as well as many other subjects of
interest to preschoolers. Our field trips will include the fire station,

Dunn Planetarium, and Wingaersheek Beach. The teachers are geared up for big adventures.

Please feel free to approach the teachers with questions and concerns. We will help guide you
through your first parent assist experiences and be available throughout the year in person and by
phone. Week days between 11:30 and 12:30 are ideal for phone calls, and Friday afternoons are
designated as phone and parent conference hours.

We look forward to getting to know all of our new families and children as well as catching up with
our alumni families. The board, along with numerous dedicated volunteers, has successfully
transformed this blank canvas into a vibrant, fully functioning classroom. We are excited to watch
the children thrive in our new environment.

Here’s to a magnificent school year!

Fondly,

Your teachers:
Karen Walsh, LouAnn Donovan, and Ellen Connolly

A Heartfelt Thank You
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank the many dedicated volunteers who worked tirelessly to
prepare our school for its opening. In my wildest imagination, I never could have expected a group to rally
together in such a selfless fashion to accomplish such an enormous task.

It has been a privledge to be part of a team of parents that is so greatly invested in the philosophy of a co-op.
This has warmed my heart and reminded me of all the reasons I love being part of a cooperative school. If this
is any indication of the quality of school year we have ahead of us, I am confident that great things lie ahead
for our children, families, teachers, and executive board.

With sincere thanks,

Karen Walsh, director
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Halloween Parties
Thursday, October 27, 2-day AM class

Monday, October 31, 3-day AM and 4-day PM class

Please bring your child to school in costume. We will
kick off our parties with a costume parade, which you
are invited to stay and watch (bring your camera!).
Parent assists should bring a festive, yet healthy,
snack. Teachers can provide suggestions. Please
avoid masks, fake weapons, and other “scary” items.

Field Trip for  October
We will not be scheduling a formal trip for October.
This will allow us flexibility in scheduling “off-site”
activities if our window replacement should run into a
school day or two. We will keep you posted with any
developments for October and are currently looking
forward to planning November’s field trip.

Wish List for October
The wish list is posted on the bulletin board next to the
mailboxes. When you purchase an item, please initial it
and put a line through it so that other parents don’t
duplicate your efforts. Thank you in advance for your
contributions. This really helps us keep expenses low.

1 package “Expo” dry-erase markers

4 empty oatmeal containers

4 large boxes of white rice

pie tins--all sizes

1 bag of flour

muffin tin liners

assortment of small gourds

cinnamon

3 cans apple pie filling

3 cans apple pie filling

4 tubes refrigerated biscuits

4 tubes refrigerated biscuits

40 Halloween paper plates

40 Halloween napkins

40 Halloween cups

Classroom Reminders

Show and Tell
Tuesday, October 11, 2-day AM and 4-day PM classes

Wednesday, October 12, AM class

All children are invited to share a nature-related Show
and Tell. Family photos, post cards, and so forth also
make interesting conversation pieces. Discuss your
child’s Show and Tell selection with her/him the night
before at home to help prepare for the special event at
school.

Coat Hook Ar ea Supplies
1. All children must have an extra set of clothes at
school. Bring clothes into the coat hook area, find the
clear plastic bin with your child’s name, and place the
clothes inside. Please replenish your child’s supplies as
needed.

2. Each child needs a recent photo of him/herself to
hang on a designated coat hook. This will assist the
children in identifying their special place for belongings.

Afternoon children get ready for Karen Walsh to
read a story. The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn
was a favorite last month.

Where’s the “Meet the
Families” Section?
Our ongoing column profiling families at CCP will
return next month. Look in your mailbox for a handy
instruction sheet on how you can submit your family’s
brief description for an upcoming newsletter.
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Spotlight on... The Benefits of a Co-op
So you’ve enrolled your child
in Community Co-op. You and
your child have settled into a
routine, and it’s going well.
You tell friends and family that
you’ve joined a cooperative
preschool, and inevitably you
try to answer the question,
“So what’s a cooperative?”
And when you explain that
you volunteer in the classroom
regularly and help out with
running the school, the
question that typically follows
is, “So is it cheaper?” That’s
not really the point, of course. But how do you describe
exactly what makes a cooperative preschool so special
and worth the extra time and commitment?

The philosophy of creating a nurturing environment by
united efforts of a “family of families” is what gave
cooperative schools their start in the early 1900s.
Cooperative preschools became more prevalent in the
1970s (in fact, ours began in 1975), when educational
research began clearly supporting the idea that parents
should be active participants in their children’s educa-
tion. For many children, preschool is their first experi-
ence away from home on a regular basis. Viewed as a
transition from home to school, a cooperative preschool
merges the two by having parents assisting in the school
and sharing their child’s experiences with routines,
classmates, and activities. Children find security in a
world where parents and teachers freely work together to
create a rich learning environment. A cooperative environ-
ment is good for children. That’s part one of the answer.

By being active participants in our school, parents
benefit as well. At our Co-op, parents participate in two
ways. First, on a rotating basis (about once a month),
parents assist the teachers for an entire class. This
involvement gives parents insight into their own child’s
development. It offers parents an opportunity to observe
other similar aged children and their learning styles and
development. Parents see how the teachers and other
parents handle various situations and come away with a
refined set of parenting skills as a result of the class-
room and workshop experiences.

In last year’s annual parent survey, parents also said
that they met and formed close friendships with other
families. Many friendships continue well beyond the
preschool years. One mother commented that the
parents she met at CCP with her older children were the
same parents she saw every year at PTO meetings,

town meetings, and after-school
activities. Meeting other parents
who share the value of being
directly involved in their children’s
education is a wonderful charac-
teristic of a cooperative school.

Parents at our preschool also
manage the “business” of the
school by serving on its board or
on one of the various committees
needed to keep our school, a
nonprofit corporation, running
successfully. Because parents
run the corporation, we keep

costs low and the quality high. We are able to offer field
trips and invite specialists into our school as a result.
Since every parent has a child in the program, each
parent is personally invested in making the school the
very best setting for the children. That’s part two of the
answer. Parents benefit in a variety of ways.

Our teachers love learning, and they benefit from a
cooperative environment as well. One of the greatest
advantages to teaching here is that each family brings
something special to the school every year. The teach-
ers also benefit from the close relationship they form
with each family. Their understanding of each child is
greatly enhanced because of this relationship, and it
helps them to be more effective teachers. That’s part
three to the answer: Our teachers enjoy the three-way
(children, parents, teachers) collaboration in learning.

Probably the long-winded answer includes our philoso-
phy on learning and our commitment to a developmental
curriculum. Our preschool is a warm and happy place
where children are encouraged to work/play in their own
ways. They grow in independence and develop a positive
self-image. Our guiding principle is that children who feel
good about themselves will be most open to further
knowledge, comfortable in expressing their feelings to
others, and ready to develop increased social, physical,
and intellectual competence.

Whether you choose the short answer (“It’s great!”) or
the long-winded variety (always my preference), we hope
that being involved in a cooperative school is everything
you were expecting and more for your family. We have
detailed information on our philosophy and core beliefs in
both the Parent Manual and on our website. And, as
always, the returning families can answer your questions
and help you navigate the first few months of school.
Don’t hesitate to call us!

--Karen Lunny

Members of the Executive Board meet
monthly at Jenn and David’s home.
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Committee News and Updates
From the Fundraising
Committee
The Fundraising Committee will meet in October to
begin plans for a successful year of raising funds and
having fun in the process. Wendi Williams and Rose
Lucera co-chair this committee and will be talking to
each of you soon to get started. In the meantime, the
Yankee Candle fundraiser begins October 7. Watch for
the forms in your mailboxes. The next event is the
shopping night at Learning Express in Andover. This
store stays open just for us on November 16 from 6 to 9
p.m. Our school gets 20% of sales, and if you plan to
purchase gifts there for Christmas anyway, please make
this the night that you shop! It’s an easy way for us give
a gift to the school. The Auction, which is our largest
(and most exciting) fundraising event of the year, is
tentatively scheduled for Friday night, March 10, with a
snow date of Saturday, March 11. Mark you calendars
now for this adults-only evening.

Corporation Meeting Synopsis
Thank you to everyone who attended Monday night’s
meeting. The next Corporation Meeting is in the spring!
Please note that the originally scheduled meeting on
October 6th is cancelled. The corporation will propose to
the church full replacement of the 10 windows in the
classroom with new vinyl windows for the 6 standard
size windows, and aluminum windows for the 4 custom
size windows (which do not come in vinyl). It takes 10
days to order these windows, and approximately 2 days
to install. The total price for windows, installation, and
special lead-paint clean-up is $6,600. Our site will be
fully tested for lead paint dust by a lead paint risk
assessor (not affiliated with the lead-paint contractor
who completes the work) after the windows are installed
to ensure the safety of our children. Replacing the
windows is both the most cost-effective measure (and
will help us with heating costs), and one that fully
satisfies licensing and lead paint regulations. We will
work throughout this school year on our “interim control”
measures to be completed over summer vacation. We
plan to work closely with the church on meeting full
compliance. The church meets on Sunday, October 2, to
discuss our proposal for the windows. We will keep you
informed on the exact days that the work will be done.
We are hopeful that it will be in October and will take
place on as few school days as possible.

The corporation also voted in the new tuition rates for
2006-2007: 2-day $1,750 per year, 3-day $2,150 per
year, 4-day $2,700 per year. This tuition increase for

next year will probably put us just a little below the
average for similar preschools in our area for next year.

Karen Walsh and Jody Nichols have officially announced
Karen’s maternity leave, which begins on December 14.
She will be back sometime in March. These dates could
change depending on when the girls decide to make an
appearance, so we plan to be flexible and ready for
anything! The Education Committee is working on a
substitute list for the school year in general and some
great long-term substitute options for Karen’s maternity
leave specifically. If you have any ideas for substitutes
(short- or long-term), please let Jody Nichols know!

Seeking a Videotaping Guru
This summer, we had the brilliant idea of putting together
a DVD made from approximately five 10-minute video-
taped segments focused on a different aspect of our
school (the curriculum, the parent involvement, the
philosophy, enrollment procedures, the typical preschool
day, etc). Each segment would feature a CCP parent,
alum, or Karen Walsh talking about our school, along
with showing off our new space and some children in
action. John Lunny has agreed to burn the videotaped
segments onto DVDs for us, but we are looking for
someone to “direct” and videotape the segments (there’s
already a plan in place!). Is anyone interested in taking
on this special project? We’d like to have this DVD
ready for the Mother Connection Fair in mid November.
We think it would be a fabulous way to show prospective
parents how great our school is!

Welcome Members at Large!
We are happy to announce that our executive board is
complete. Because this has been our biggest year of
change ever, we have decided to have four members-at-
large on our Executive Board. In addition to Erica
Fanuele and Susan Nam, Bob LeBlanc and Tom Green
have joined our board to offer their suggestions, relay
membership concerns and observations, and carry out
special projects as necessary. Thank you so much for
volunteering. We look forward to an exceptional year with
all this support.

Donations
Thank you to the Zahoruiko family (alums!) for donating
the playground sand pictured on page 1. Also this month
the Nachamies donated the lovely banners hanging
inside our classroom, and the Applegates revised our
school’s outdoor flag from CCNS to CCP! We really
appreciate these special touches. The school space,
both indoors and out, is shaping up!
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October/November 2005 Calendar
Look for the full 2005-2006 CCP on our website for your convenience throughout the year.

All dates are subject to change.

October
Friday, October 7 Yankee Candle Fundraiser

Monday, October 10 Columbus Day, school closed

Tuesday, October 11 Show and Tell, 2-day AM and PM classes

Wednesday, October 12 Show and Tell, 3-day AM class

Saturday, October 15 Alumni Day, 10-11:45 a.m. (2005 grads come back to visit)

Thursday, October 27 2-day AM class Halloween Party (details to follow)

Monday, October 31 3-day AM and 4-day PM class Halloween Parties (details to follow)

Save the Date: Saturday,
November 12

It’s the first-ever Community Cooperative Preschool wine-tasting
event to benefit the school (specifically raising funds for the
replacement windows). The event will be an adults-only evening
at the Lunny home. We plan to offer a nice collection of wine,
heavy appetizers, and desserts, and the event is open to all
current familes, alumni families, and friends of our school. If you
know someone who would be interested in attending, please
forward names and addresses ASAP to Karen Lunny for the
invitation list. And if you have a wine connection or special wine
knowledge, tell Jenn and David. Thanks!!

November
Tuesday, November 1 Executive Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Quirk home

Friday, November 11 Veterans’ Day, school closed

Saturday, November 12 Wine-tasting fundraiser, 7 p.m. to midnight, Lunny home

Wednesday, November 16 Andover Learning Express shopping night fundraiser, 6-9 p.m.

Wednesday, November 23 Thanksgiving Recess, school closes at noon

Monday, November 28 School reopens


